Project At A Glance

Name of Project


: - Self-sustainable Biovillage Project 

   Object
: - Conversion into self- sustainable & self- reliant village in all respects (Agriculture, Education, Culture, Health, Spiritual, ecology, livestock, self-employment etc. 

Name of Villages
: - 1) At. Jambhrun, Tal. Loha, Dist.    

                                                            Nanded

                                                        2) At. Dhotra, Tal. Tiwasa,

                                                             Dist- Amravati

                                                             Maharashtra, India.
Period



: - 5 Years 

INTRODUCTION

Agriculture in India is in crisis. India’s “National Commission on farmers” recently reported: “40% of the Indian farmers would like to leave farming if it is possible to do so.” This summarizes the enormity of the present agriculture crisis & the challenge facing the nation: how to safeguard agricultural income or provide alternative. Livelihood support to a quarter billion people who are potential future economy & ecological refugeec- uprooted by mounting farm production costs & a rapidly degrading natural resource base.

Small and marginal farmers, whose land holdings are below 2 ha. constitute almost 80% of all Indian farmers and more than 90% of them are dependent on rain for their crops. It is the experience of increasingly large number of farmers that holistic farming system, based on scientifically proven techniques, are a very successful remedy to the economic and ecological crises. Holistic farming systems rely on available resources and rebuild the ecological capital on which all agriculture is dependent. They greatly reduce or totally eliminate the dependence of farmers on the purchase of expensive external inputs such as seeds, fertilizers, pesticides & herbicides. Particularly for rainfed farming and horticulture which cover at least 60% of our cultivated land, holistic farming (organic farming) should be adopted on a large scale without fear of loss of production. 

Organic Farming involves knowledge & it can create significantly higher employment opportunities in the rural sector, thereby halting & reversing migration from rural to urban areas. It benefits the small & marginal farmers.

In Nanded district (Maharashtra state), many farmers have about 1 ha. land holding. Major crops are cotton, soybean, Tur, sugarcane, banana & groundnut. The input costs of these crops have more or less raised to Rs. 8500/- per hectare consisting of Rs. 2000 for seeds, Rs. 2000/- for chemical fertilizers & Rs. 4500/- towards chemical pesticides. The yield is hardly 7 quintals ha. fetching the income of Rs. 11000/-. Thus the profit of Rs. 2500/- per ha. is insufficient to meet even the rising cost of family food security and healthcare. 

Biovillages are emerging as a tool for greening the rural development process. They seek to promote efficient and sustainable use of natural and biological resources leading to continuous and steady growth of environmental capital stock of the village. The idea is to strengthen and upgrade rural food, energy & livelihood security, both ecologically & economically.

Emphasis is on appropriate, eco-friendly and resource- conserving eco-technologies that improve livelihoods and help emergence of local bio- enterprises. Biovillage promote an integration of people’s indigenous technological knowledge with advance in biological and communication technologies. So, Technological empowerment is combined with organizational, empowerment of rural families. Social & group mobilization,  microfinance, capacity building, multiple livelihood engineering, marketing skills, value addition, standardization & quality control, information management etc. are some essentials of this process.

The concept will surely have the positive impact in Socio- commercial aspects of farming community, which can play the vital role in second green revolution as envisaged by Hon. President of India. Dr. A.P.J. Abdul kalam. 
