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1. Introduction :-  

The organic farming movement - also referred to in this document as a movement for natural farming - is growing steadily within the country.  A large number of private & governmental initiatives are underway to support the movement. Even banks like NABARD are participating keenly in organic farming discussions. Organic farming pioneers are writing dozens of booklets on how to do natural farming. The Government of India has converted one of its farming research institutes into the National Centre of Organic Farming (at Ghaziabad in UP).

At the international level, sale of organically grown food has been maintaining a respectable growth rate even faster than conventionally grown food. In fact, it is now becoming increasingly obvious that organic food production is cutting into food production raised through conventional means of chemicals & pesticides.

Asia is one of the most impressive growth areas of organic food production. Countries like Thailand, Philippines, India, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh have strong organic farming movements & associations. In other areas, like Malaysia, organic farming has only recently been introduced. In many countries, however, organic farming is yet to take root. Awareness of its potential is poor.

2. Need for an India-based International Institute  :-

All these organic farming activities, however, lack serious direction & focus. This direction & focus cannot be provided by individual organic farmers who are by circumstance tied down either to the needs of their own survival or to making a reasonable income; nor can they be provided by government which till now is not willing to switch its support wholeheartedly towards creating an agriculture that is sustainable.

India is one of the world’s leaders in organic farming.  One of the principal founders of organic farming - Sir Albert Howard-developed his principal ideas while working in India. He invented the “Indore Method of Composting”. His work inspired the setting up of the Soil Association of Great Britain & several other research centers.

India’s traditional farming techniques - including slash & burn agriculture of the tribal communities - have always be based on using a mixture of dung & organic materials, ash, forest materials, utilizing the potential of beneficial micro organisms in the dung for ensuring nutrients for the soil organisms. Since chemicals need extensive irrigation to be exploited, even today, dry land & rainfed areas are considered areas are considered “default organic” because they continue to use. Even though involuntarily, largely organic nutrients.

Experts like P.V. Satheesh of Deccan Development Society have argued that if we take thee facts of “default agriculture” into consideration, India will have to be rated the largest producer of agriculture by organic methods on today’s planet.

In these circumstances, it becomes imperative to set up a major centre for sustainable agriculture in the country. Such an institute would not only help in the convergence of nation-wide efforts to promote organic farming, it would ensure a permanent base for the national movement itself, ensuring that the movement remains focused & strong.

At the international level there is far greater cohesion in the organic farming movement largely because of the pioneering role assumed by the International Federation of Organic Farming Movements (IFOAM).

However, even at this level there is still a very serious gap which exists for the supply of information on natural farming worldwide. No institution carries out such a function today. The Rodale Institute, for example, does good work in this respect for the organic farmers of the United States.  None of the developed country institutes for organic farming, however, have a focus much beyond their own country concerns.

At the moment, an international institute for sustainable agriculture which seriously services the organic farming growth needs of the continents of Africa, Asia & South America would be an exciting challenge. Such an institute could well become the nodal agency for dissemination of natural farming knowledge across these three continents, assisting cross - fertilization, exchange of ideas, exchange of experts, sharing of techniques.

The organizing & setting up of a sustainable agriculture institute can only be done by an association or associations of organic farmers or by a group of individuals who are committed individually to promotion of organic farming on a long term basis. For theses reasons, the present proposal needs to be seriously discussed & put on a firm footing, with actions proposed for the first year already.

Both OFAI & MOFF (two of the predominant association for organic farming in India) in fact need a permanent centre for their natural farming activities in the state of Maharashtra specifically and in the country in general.

An earlier effort at setting up an International Institute for Sustainable Agriculture under the auspices of the Third World Network in the state of Karnataka was in fortunately still-born.  Thereafter no further efforts are available. The third World Network has been informed about the present proposal.

3. Principal features of the new institute 
The institute will conduct the following functions :

a. Research Centre :-  

The institute will conduct research on organic farming.   Theses research programmes will be directed by organic farmers, though data collected can be recorded by non-organic farmers including students recruited for the purpose for the research centre.  A certain number of fields will have to be set aside.  Simple residential facilities will also have to be constructed for researchers if they wish to reside in the campus.

b. Training Centre :- 

The institute will conduct regular training courses for farmers wishing to convert to organic farming, courses for upgrading knowledge for organic farmers themselves, training courses for training of trainers, awareness sessions for consumer groups, training of children from rural & urban schools for introduction of organic kitchen gardens, etc.  For theses, a dormitory which can accommodate between 20-30 people will be part of the design. Toilets will be designed to be ecologically friendly & convert all wastes into compost. 

The institute will be equipped with the normal equipment that is required for training courses particularly an LCD projector with a computer or laptop. Since the institute is located distant from normal markets, a canteen or a kitchen serving organic food would also be a requirement.

c. Records office :- 

As the institute may function as the permanent office of the OFAI & of the MOFF 

(subject to the approval of these two bodies), copies of the records of both the association will be maintained at the institute.  In this manner, the institute will automatically be a repository for data related to organic farmers & organic farms from all over the country.

d. Comprehensive Library :- 

The institute will host a comprehensive library on all aspects of natural farming. The library will include, in addition to books, video & CDs on ecologically friendly methods of farming. It will also host all technical reports on organic framing from the government & from all scientific institutions not just from India but from all over the world. Data already collected by established centers like the Centre for Education & Documentation, Mumbai will be copied & transferred to the centre.

The library will be kept open for the use of journalists, researches, officials organic farmers & others interested in the promotion of organic farming. The library will also host first person reports & booklets by organic farmers.  Eventually, most of this in formation will be scanned & also made available on the internet. Thus, an internet-based library is also envisaged.

e. Lobby office :-  

One of the major deficiencies of the present Organic Farming Movement is the lack of a small lobbying cell to promote organic farming within government & other institutions. This task would be undertaken by the institute since it would have all the data required at its fingertips.  Lobbying activity would include pursing acceptance by State Government of policy documents on organic farming, interaction with the Central Government on issues like GMOs, serious research into the suicide syndrome affecting farmers in certain states, financial credit for organic farmers when required, etc.

f. Certification office for PGS :-

The PGS certification is now underway in the country. The scheme needs to be administered from certain central points to be effective. It is proposed to situate the PGS scheme for both OFAI & MOFF eventually at Ovale.
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